
 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE OF ROSA VISONE 

Date and Place of Birth: 11/04/1976  Maddaloni (CE), Italy 

Citizenship: Italian. 

Marital Status: Married 

Cod. Fisc.: VSNRSO76S44E791N 

Address:  Villaggio UNRRA, 47– 66023  Francavilla al Mare (CH), Italy  

Phone: 333 3707702 

e-mail: r.visone@unich.it; PEC: rosa.visone@pec.it 

Education 

• February 6th 2006 :   PhD Degree in Molecular Oncology and Endocrinology 
• 2001-2005: PhD Student in “Molecular Oncology and Endocrinology”, director: Prof. 

G. Vecchio, Dep. of Molecular and Cellular Biology and Pathology, School of 
Medicine, Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II 

• 07/03/2001: Degree course in Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Technology (110/110), 
School of Pharmacy at Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II 

• 1995: High School Degree “Maturità Classica” 
 
Professional Experience and Academic Appointment    

• Since December 2019: Associate Professor at University G.D’Annunzio Chieti-Pescara 
• November 2016-November 2019: Assistant Professor at University G.D’Annunzio 

Chieti-Pescara 
• June 2015-November 2016: Temporary Research Associate at University 

G.D’Annunzio Chieti-Pescara 
• December 2014-May 2015: Maternal leave 
• 2011-1015: Assistant Professor, University G.d’Annunzio Chieti-Pescara 
• October-November 2010: Maternal leave 
• 2006-2011: Post Doctoral Researcher, “The Ohio State University”, Columbus Ohio, 

USA 
• 2004-2006: Research  Fellow, “The Ohio State University”, Columbus Ohio, USA 
• 2003-2004: Research Fellow, Kimmel Cancer Center, Thomas Jefferson University, 

Philadelphia, PA; supervisor Dr C.M. Croce.  
• January-February and June-August 2003: Researcher Visiting, Kimmel Cancer Center 

Philadelphia, PA; USA; supervisor Dr C.M. Croce 
• 2000-2001: Pre-graduate Fellow at the Department of Pharmaceutical Toxicological 

Chemistry, School of Pharmacy, Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II 
 



 

 

 
 
Awards and Honors 
 

• 2013: National Academy of Lincei - “Giovanni Di Guglielmo” foundation award  
• 2013: ICLLM, Poster Award, Istanbul, Turkey; 4th Meeting, 
• 2102: Marie Curie Award fellowship 
• 2011:"XXIII The Marisa Bellisario Prize" Young talented researcher (http:/ 

www.fondazionebellisario.org/new/eng/home.html) 
Scientific memberships 
• Since May 2019: Member, European Hematology Association 
• 2016-2018: Member, The European Association for Cancer Research 
• 2013: Member, European Association for Cancer Research 
• 2004-2006: Member, American Association for Cancer Research 
 
Editorial Board Appointment 
• Reviewer: Blood, Plos One, Cancer Research, Bioinformatic, Oncotarget, Oncogene, 

Cancers. 
• Expert reviewer: H2020-Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019 
• Grant Reviewer: Cancer Research, UK Training and Career Development Board 
• Ph.D Thesis Opponent Reviewer: 2013, Helsinki, Doctoral candidate Kui Quian,  Title 

thesis: Bioinformatics analysis of HPV associated host microRNA functions and 
identification of viral microRNA 

Advising 
Undergraduate Students (co-advisor, committee member)  
• 2011-2012 Jessica Chiacchia, G.d'A University 
• 2013-2014 Stefania Pacillo G.d'A University 
• 2015-2016 Alice Ramassone University “La Sapienza”, Rome 
• 2015  Michela Zanfagna G.d'A University 
• 2018-2019 Chiara Pedriale G.d'A University 
Graduate Students (Research advisor) 
• 2011  Matteo, Sorge G.d'A University 
• 2012-2014 Andrea D’Argenio G.d'A University 
PhD student (Tutor) 
• 2016-at present  Alice Ramassone, G.d'A University 
• 2016-at present  Shima H. Soliman, G.d'A University 
• 2013-2016 Mirco Di Marco, G.d'A University 
• 2012-2015 Sara Pagotto, G.d'A University 

 



 

 

Post Doctoral  
• 2011-2014  Serena Veschi, G.d'A University (Tutor) 
• 2008 – 2010 Veronica Balatti, The Ohio State University (co-advisor) 

 
Oral presentations 
•   Invited speaker 12th World Hematologists Congress March 15-16, 2018 London, UK 
•   Invited speaker Fondazione Mario Negri Sud di Santa  Maria Imbaro, April 6th 

2011,Chieti 
• Invited speaker “Genetics in CLL- The Next Step” CLL Global Research Foundation 

U.S./European Alliance for Therapy of CLL. January 30, 2010, M.D. Anderson, Houston, 
Tx. 

• Oral presentation (selection from poster): Critical role of the RB-E2F pathway in the 
generation of pituitary adenomas in transgenic mice overexpressing the HMGA2 gene. 
96th Annual Meeting  April 16-20, 2005 Anaheim, California  

 
Research Fundings as PI 
• Start-up AIRC Abruzzo: “Role of microRNAs in the progression of Chronic 

Lymphocytic Leukemia” 2011-2016 €750.000/5 years 
• Marie Curie Career Integration Grants (CIG) Call: FP7-PEOPLE-2011-CIG: "The 

impact of the tissue microenvironment on the microRNAs in chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia" 2012-2016 €100.000/4 years 

• Individual Grant AIRC "Assessment of the allelic miR-15a/16-1 cluster transcriptional 
regulation for usage as therapeutic target in CLL" 2016-2018 €207.000/3 years 

• Ministero della Salute GR-2016-02363070 “Role	  of	  miR-‐181a	  and	  miR-‐181b	  in	  B	  cell	  
malignancies	  and	  development	  of	  rational	  approaches	  for	  their	  use	  as	  therapeutic	  
agents”	  2019-‐2022	  €443.000/3 years 
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Scientific Achievments 
Her scientific career began in the area of endocrine tumors. She clarified the mechanism by which the 
oncogenic protein high-mobility-group A (HMGA) 2 induces pituitary adenomas in mice. This 
mechanism involves an HMGA2-dependent process that inhibits the repression of the transcription 
factor E2F1 mediated by the oncosuppressor pRB (Fedele *, Visone * et al., Cancer Cell, 2006). This 
discovery solves one of the challenges of endocrine oncology since the HMGA2 gene is amplified and 
over-expressed in most human prolactinomas. Since 2004 her research focused on the study of 
microRNAs in tumors. She identified that miR-222 and miR-221, overexpressed in papillary thyroid 
carcinomas (Pallante and Visone et al.,), promote cell proliferation of the papillary carcinoma cell line 



 

 

of the thyroid by reducing the expression levels of the protein p27Kip1, a cell cycle inhibitor (Visone 
et al., Endocr Relat Cancer. 2007). In gastric cancer, she helped to demonstrate that microRNAs 
regulated by E2F1 induces resistance to the pro-apoptotic action of TGF-β (Petrocca, Visone, Cancer 
Cell, 2008). Subsequently, her research was mainly addressed to study the role of microRNAs in 
chronic lymphatic leukemia (LLC).  She identified potential diagnostic and prognostic markers in 
LLC (Calin et al., N Engl J Med 2005; Visone et al., Blood 2009; Visone et al., Blood 2011) that 
could be helpful for patient management. 
 
Since 2011, as a principal investigator, she focused on the study of microRNAs in neoplastic 
transformation, disease progression, and on the study of their regulation to identify new therapeutic 
approaches. This interest stems from a published work (Veronese et al., Leukemia 2015) in which my 
group has shown that the miR-15a / 16-1 cluster is regulated in an allele-specific way, in particular, an 
allele is under the control of the RNA polymerase II (RNAPII, DLEU2 host gene promoter) and the 
other under the control of RNAPIII which binds to a region immediately upstream of the cluster. 
Since the cluster is located on the chromosomal region 13q14, frequently deleted in the LLC, these 
patients have a single allele and therefore, an abnormal regulation of the cluster that can be linked 
exclusively to RNAPIII or RNAPII. This could influence the outcome of the disease and the tools to 
deliver microRNA. Her laboratory also shown that miR-155 contributes to induce aneuploidy at the 
early stages of cell transformation; by targeting proteins important for the correct alignment of the 
metaphase plate during mitosis, such has BUB1. This compromises proper chromosomal alignment 
and increases the number of aneuploid daughter cells. However, in the advanced stages of cell 
transformation of fibroblasts and chronic lymphatic leukemia, the expression of BUB1 is restored to 
maintain the survival of aneuploid clones. An RNA binding protein alters the targeting of the miR-155 
and restores the expression of BUB1. The mechanism would allow the expansion and selection of 
leukemic clones with the karyotype more adapted to the micro-macro-environment (Pagotto et al., 
Oncotarget 2018; Pagotto et al., Carcers 2019). To better relate the expression data of microRNA, 
aneuploidy, mutational status and clonal evolution and progression of CLL, her laboratory has 
genetically characterized two sequential time points of untreated CLL patients with either stable or 
progressive disease. The results obtained demonstrate that genetic alterations change over time in both 
groups of patients, but those with progressive disease acquire or lose clones faster than patients with 
stable disease. Furthermore, patients with progressive disease present nucleotide variations that 
change over time (NVs, nucleotide variations) more frequently than patients with stable disease. The 
results suggest that high genetic dynamism may represent an early indicator of poor short-term 
prognosis. Therefore, monitoring the frequency of mutations in a panel of specific genes could help 
predict disease progression in patients with CLL (Ramassone et al. J Hematol Oncol. 2019). 
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